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AZTEC MONEY. 


THE above cut is reproduced from Vol. V. No. 2, of the Yournal, by request. It seems to correspond, in 
form, at least, to some pieces mentioned in Mr. Brevoort’s article as circulating among the Aztecs, and is the size 
and exact shape of a piece shown by Mr. Henry Davenport at a meeting of the Boston Numismatic Society in 
May, 1860. 
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EARLY SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE COINAGE IN 
AMERICA. 

Wuen the Spaniards first reached the Antilles, no currency of any kind 
was in use there. The discoverers, as they settled the Islands, used as a cur- 
rency the native gold (¢epuzgue) in the form of ingots and plates stamped with 
marks denoting their value. These contained much natural or added alloy, 
and circulated in Hispaniola at the rate of 44 maravedis to the rea/ or dollar, 
while in Spain the official value of the real was 34 mars. Many complaints of 
the debased value of this St. Domingo currency are to be found in the docu- 
ments of the time, even after the period when Don Antonio de Mendoza, 
Governor of Mexico, introduced a regular coinage of silver. 

Small importations of Spanish silver and copper were occasionally made, 
but did not supply the demand. No mention is made of Spanish gold pieces 
being much in use, and the large sums spoken of in early histories must be 
understood as represented by the stamped ingots or by rough gold. Herrera 
states that up to 1510 no gold (meaning coins) was current in Santo Domingo, 
the capital of the West Indies. He says that counterfeits of castellanos de oro 
and ducados were circulating. The chief coin was the vea/ of silver, and other 
currency sent from Spain. In 1520, (Docs. Inéd. Am. y Oc. II. 1864, p. 370,) 
it is stated that much less gold was collected, owing to the mortality among 
the natives from the small-pox, and their being employed i in sugar-making. 

In 1521, Herrera says that gold and silver coins were sent to Panama, 
and in 1523 to Mexico. In Panama, flat gold pieces called cut money had 
been in use. In 1528,a petition from Cuba recites that the gold in circulation 
varied in fineness from 19 carats down, but that it might be stamped as worth 
450 maravedis to the eso de oro and asks that 200 ———— (blank on doc.) of 
money in reales and cuartos may be sent from Spain. Docs. Inéd. Am. y Oc. 
1869, XII, 16. 

In Mexico and its dependencies, as also in Yucatan and Guatemala, the 
bean of several species of the cacao had been used as currency. The growing 
of this small tree was reserved as a prerogative of the chiefs. Columbus, on 
his fourth voyage, in 1502, met large trading canoes at the Guanasa (Roatan) 
Islands, north of Honduras, which had “many of those almonds that are used 
as money in New Spain.” Fern. Colon. Vita. Cap. 89. Herrera. 1. V. 5. In 

VOL. XVI. I 
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Mexico it was called cacabuat/, and four kinds were in circulation. Even with 
this currency, deception was practiced by filling old beans with clay! 

24,000 granos were called a carga. The native name is lost. 

8.000 ** made one xiquipilli. 


400 es “ zontle. 
20 +“ 6 unit, or olotl. 


An ordinance of 1527 forbid cacao to be passed by the count, but in heapen 
measures sealed by the city. This was so repugnant to ancient custom that 
in 1536 the old system was restored. 

All the business of this great semi-civilized Empire had from time im- 
memorial been transacted chiefly by means of this currency. Curiously 
enough the Mexicans had no method of weighing, while the Peruvians used 
very accurate scales, but had no particular currency.. In Guatemala the cacao 
tree was called Zcarfa and Zapote. It has 25 or 30 almonds in each bean. 
Among the Spaniards 200 beans were counted as equal to one real. Peter 
Martyr, in his Fifth and Eighth Decades, praises this perishable currency, 
which no miser could lay up, and which could also be used as a beverage. 
The chiefs could also control the volume of the currency, for if not soon con- 
sumed, it moulded and decayed. Humboldt, Nouv. Esp. p. 437, says that 
when he was in Mexico the people still used cacao seeds as a sub-division of 
the medio real, counting it as seventy-two seeds to the half read. 

There appears to have been a metallic currency in use in certain provinces 
of Mexico before the Spanish conquest. In the despatch from Cortes to the 
Emperor, dated from Mexico, October 15th, 1524, while speaking of his search 
for tin in order to cast bronze guns, mention is made of it as found in the 
Province of Taxco, twenty-six leagues from the capital. It was met with here 
in small pieces, which were used as money, as also in some other provinces. 
Humboldt quotes this curious fact as stated by Cortés, in his Essai Politique 
sur le Royaume de la Nouvelle Espagne, 1811, page 486. He says that 
pieces of copper in the form of the letter T were also used as currency in 
some provinces. 

Cogolludo in his History of Yucatan, published in 1688, page 181, 
speaks of money used anciently by the natives. Besides cacao beans, small 
bells and hawks’ bells of copper, and of various sizes, were used. Colored 
conch shells from other countries, strung like beads on a rosary, and some 
precious stones, served also in traffic. Small copper hatchets coming from 
Mexico, formed also an article of exchange. ‘These last were probably like the 
one figured in Dupaix’s Antiguztes Mextcaines, plate XXVI, No. 74, which 
is formed like a shoemaker’s cutter, and served as a skin scraper. See also 
Herrera, I. V. 5. ; 

Gold-dust enclosed in transparent quills, and woven cotton called faéol- 
cuachili, were also used as currency in Mexico. Brasseur de Bourbourg, //Zs¢. 
des Nations Civilistes du Mexigue, Vol. I11., 1858, p. 427, mentions all the 
articles used by the Mexicans as currency. He says that the cacao used 
as money was called fatlachté or patasté from patla, exchange. 

After Cortés had settled himself in Mexico, the Spaniards felt the want 
of a metallic currency, and Herrera says that he issued one in 1522, but with- 
Out stating its nature. In 1525, when the Licentiate Luis Ponce de Leon was 
appointed Resident Judge in Mexico, he took with him dies with which to 
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stamp upon the gold and silver that was sent to Spain, the device of his 
Majesty, Plus Ultra. He was directed to see if it were proper to establish a 
mint in the City of Mexico. 

Apparently no mint was then set up, for in 1528 an order was sent from 
Spain to establish one, which should coin gold, silver and vel/on (bullion), in 
Mexico. In the same year an enquiry was ordered to be made as to the 
necessity for a mint in Espafiola, which was accordingly ordered in 1530, but 
not finally established until 1536. In 1535, orders were sent to the Viceroy 
D. Antonio de Mendoza again, to start a mint for silver and vellon, under the 
same regulations and with the same standard values for the pieces as were in 
force in Spain. This order was carried out, and at first silver and copper coins 
were issued with more or less regularity. 

Torquemada, in his Monarchia Indiana, Vol. I. p. 614, gives a rather 
confused account of the successive coinages in Mexico. He describes the 
ingots, quoit-shaped plates and gold-dust, used in exchanges, and how the 
Indians, unable to weigh or determine the value of the metal, were defrauded. 
Copper coins were then struck of four types, cuartos, half-cuartos, four and two 
maravedis, but the date of their issue is not given. The author says that this 
coinage was similar to one in use in Spain and in the Island of San Domingo. 
The Mexican copper coins were so distasteful to the natives that no ordinance 
could keep them in circulation, and they were tossed into the lake ; two 
hundred thousand esos worth of copper being thus lost in one year. That 
so much copper should have been coined is improbable. 

The next coinage, probable the one of 1535, is said by Torquemada to 
have been of silver, in pieces called Cuartzllos de Real, which must have been 
pezetas or quarters of a dollar. As the natives had used silver as soles for 
their sandals, they despised this coinage also, which he says was succeeded by 
one of Reales de a quatro or Tostones, and then by Reales de a ocho or pesos, 
that became the general medium of exchange, and supplanted the old native 
money. 

We now proceed to quote such documentary evidence as can be found 
relating to the earliest American mints, though more no doubt will in time be 
presented, when the Archives of the Indies in Seville shall have been more 
thoroughly explored. 

A letter from Mendoza to the king, dated Mexico, Dec. 10, 1537, is given 
in the Docs. Inéd. Vol. II. 1864, p. 193, a translation of the same having 
appeared in Ternaux’s collection in 1840, Vol. XVI, p. 229, which is of 
interest as relating to the establishment of the first mint in Mexico.* Regula- 
tions issued by royal order for the government of the mint are here alluded to. 
All gold and silver brought to it was to pay the royal guznt, under penalty of 
death. After speaking of some suggested changes, he states that Francisco 
del Rincon, on the king’s recommendation, had been appointed assayer, and 
that Anton de Vides had been appointed engraver. He says that the mint 
had been for nearly two years established in the village of Axiquipilco, which 
was made tributary to the mint, and that the workmen after many trials are 
now beginning to produce fair work. He closes that part of his despatch with 
the remark that two or three weeks before false testoons had been brought to 


_ * This document is to be found also in the late Buck- la Hist. de la Florida, Tom. 1, 1857, page 127. This 
ingham Smith’s Coleccion de Varios Documentos para is the only Volume published. 
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him, apparently made by the native goldsmiths, showing how skillful these 
must have been. He says that even the cacao beans were tampered with and 
closely imitated. 

In Espafiola, as we have seen, a mint was ordered to be established at 
Santo Domingo in 1536. Allusion is made to a perhaps earlier copper coin- 
age from metal found in Cotui, sixteen leagues from the city, in a paper 
written about 1561. The Licentiate Echagoian speaks of coins having been 
made there in his time from the said copper, but at the time of his writing 
the coinage seems to have ceased. Comp. Docs. Inéd’s. Am. y Oc. Vol. I. 
1864, p. 15. The Licentiate Salmeron, in a letter to the Council of the 
Indies, dated August 13, 1531, complains of the want of fractional currency. 
Ternaux. XVI. 191. We find a petition from the Auditors in 1540, to be 
allowed to coin plata y vellon, the reals to be of 44 maravedis. Same Docs. I. 
p. 580. They had been reprehended in 1538 for coining maravedis of 44 to 
the real. In 1538 the Emperor had decreed that the reals to be coined should 
be of 34 maravedis, but no one would bring silver to the mint to be coined at 
that rate. At that time it was estimated that 50,000 ducats’ worth of the base 
reals were in circulation. Ibid. pp. 546, 558. Where had these reals been 
coined? Probably the mint had coined these pieces, for in those days royal 
decrees were difficult to enforce where it was the interest of all to disobey 
them. We find complaints of the mala moneda of Espaiiola as late as 1565, 
in the same series of documents, Vol. XI. 1869, p. 119. The City of La 
Concepcion petitions for the privilege of coining gold and silver in 1540, 
stating that silver was coming from Yucatan. Same Ser. I. p. 463. 

Alonzo de Zurita, whose MS. account of the people of New Spain was 
written not long before 1560, speaks of the scarcity of silver coin in the 
country. He says that the mint was coining less than it did at first, that most 
of it was carried out of the country, and that the natives who were obliged to 
pay their taxes in silver pieces had the greatest difficulty in obtaining them. 
See translation of Zurita by Ternaux-Compans, p. 345, and Docs. Inéd. Am. 
y Oc. Il. 1864. 

Before describing the first pieces supposed to have been coined in 
America, it may be well to notice the silver coins of Spain which were in 
circulation at the beginning of the sixteenth century. The first large Spanish 
silver pieces were issued under Ferdinand and Isabella between the years 1492 
and 1506, and bear no date. They were called Reales, pesos de ocho, or Seville 
pieces of eight, because they contained eight ochavos and they were coined at 
Seville. They weighed 2,800 centigrammes or 432 grains troy weight, and 
are 931 thousandths fine, but these pieces are now very rare. They are 
described by Alois Heiss in Vol. I. of his Monedas Hispano Christianas. 
Silver pieces, of half, a quarter and one-eighth of a real, were also coined. 
Heiss says that these were the “first Pesos (of silver) coined in Spain, and that 
their intrinsic value, (fineness?) has varied but little up to the present day. 
Under the name of Pesos duros, Pesos fuertes, Dollars, Piastras, they have 
become a universal coin, and served as the almost exclusive coin of America ; 
were preferred in Africa, Oceanica, China, the Indian Archipelago and even in 
Persia, Greece, and the Ionian Islands.” Heiss omits the name gordos and 
gourdes, meaning large or heavy, by which they were known in Spain and 
France quite recently. This piece was to be equal to 34 maravedis, the medio 
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to 17 maravedis, the cuarto 8 ms. and 1 d/anca, the ochavo a square piece, 4 ms. 
and a half dlanca. Sixty-seven of these Aea/es were coined from a marc of 
silver of the above fineness. Of vellon or copper with seven grains of silver 
to the marc, there were coined 192 blancas to the marc, worth a half a 
maravedi each. 

The purchasing power of gold about the time of the discovery of America 
was about four, and of silver about six times greater than it is now, according 
to Clemencin. The proportional value of silver to gold was therefore as 103 
to 1. The great production of silver from Peruvian and Mexican mines soon 
made the proportion greater, until it became 15 to 1, and now it is even 
greater than 16 to I. 

J. C. BREVOORT. 





CANADIAN NUMISMATICS. 
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC. 
[Continued from Vot. xv, p. 85.) 

CLXXXII. Odv. DANIEL SUTHERLAND AND MARGARET ROBERTSON. Ex. 
INTERMARRIED | I= SEPTEMBER 1781 Two hands, clasped, holding a torch 
over a square altar. 

Rev. TO | CELEBRATE | THE | FIFTIETH | ANNIVERSARY | QUEBEC | SEPTEM- 
BER | 1831 within a circle of true-lovers’ knots. Size 39m. R 6. 

The specimen from which this description is taken is in the collection of Mr. 
Cyrille Tessier of Quebec. He prizes it highly, not only as a Canadian numismatic 
rarity, but also as a memento of the venerable pair of whom he is a descendant. The 
medal came into his possession from a relative who took part in the festivities connected 
with the golden wedding. 

CLXXXIII. Odv. A large maple leaf occupying the whole field, upon 
which is inscribed within a beaded circle, FETE NATIONAL MONTREAL. | 24 
juin | 1874 

Rev. SOUVENIR within a wreath of maple leaves. At the bottom is a 
beaver facing to the right. Size 31m. R 2. 

The dies were prepared by Mr. J. D. Scott for Mr. Narcisse Beaudry, who sold a 


considerable number in different metals on the occasion of the first Convention of 
French Canadian National Societies, gathered from different parts of this continent. 


CLXXXIV. Odv. EN MEMOIRE DE LA FETE ST. JEAN BAPTIST 1878. 
John the Baptist seated on a rock, with a crusader’s staff in his left hand and 
a lamb behind him; under the groundwork, AGNUs DEI 

Rev. SOUVENIR DU GRAND JUBILE MUSICAL MONTREAL. A cornet within 
a beaded circle. Above, 22 surin below, 1878. Size 17m. R 6. 

Designed by Mr. Bishop for Mr. Lymburner, who after having struck off one 


impression, had the die altered. Hence, although the difference between it and the 
following is slight, this may be classed as one of the rarest medals of the series. 


CLXXXV. Odv. As the last, except that the groundwork is larger, and 
that the aGNus DEI is placed thereon with the letters farther apart. 
Rev. Same as the last. Size 20m. R 4. 


The second Convention of French Canadian National Societies was varied by a 
grand competition between about a dozen brass bands from different places in Canada 
and the United States ; the reverse therefore relates to that part of the entertainment. 
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CLXXXVI. Oév. Same as the last. ‘ 
Rev. As CLXXXIV with the exception that there is a 21 before the 22 
JUIN Size 20m. R 2. 


As the musical performance commenced on the 21st, Mr. Lymburner after about 
a hundred impressions had been struck off had the die altered, so that the medals could 
be sold on both days of the competition. 


CLXXXVII. Odv. Same as CLXXXV. 

Rev. Within a wreath of slender maple leaves, at the top, SOUVENIR 
Size 20m. R 2. 

Although organized by the same Committee, the Fudbzlee Musical was held on 
different days from the great St. Fean Baptiste day procession; this new reverse was 
accordingly engraved, that special medals might be sold to those who took part in the 
procession. 


CLXXXVIII. Odv. Same as the reverse of CLXXXVI. 

Rev. Same as the last. Size 20m. R 2. 

Before this variety was struck the competition had terminated, so that although it 
is one of the commonest of the series, it cannot be considered anything more than a 
mule piece. 

CLXXXIX. Odv. . FETE NATIONALE QUEBEC 24 JUIN 1880 A beaver 
to the left on a stick of maple ; the stick has one or two branches with leaves 
attached. 

Rev. SOUVENIR within a wreath of maple leaves. Size 19m. R 2. 

Struck by Mr. Lymburner and sold by him on the occasion of the National Con- 
vention at Quebec in 1880. 


CXC. Obdv. SOCIETE s' JEAN BAPTISTE DE QUEBEC NOS INSTITUTIONS NOTRE 
LANGUE ET Nos LoIs. John the Baptist draped in a hairy skin with his right 
hand raised. In his left he holds a crusader's staff surmounted by a double 
cross ; on either side are two sprigs of maple leaves tied with a ribbon. 

Rev. SOUVENIR DE LA CONVENTION NATIONALE DU 24 JUIN x. 1880 A 
man standing, with an axe resting on a stump in his right hand, while he holds 
in his left a flag inscribed, EMPARONS Nous | DU so. At his feet is a scythe 
and rake ; behind him a plow and spade. Below is a ribbon inscribed, LABoR 
IMPROBUS OMNIA VINCIT. Resting on a ribbon is a beaver to the left. Size 38. 
R 2. 

This medal was struck in New York for the Quebec St. Fean Baptiste Society, and 
is the only medal of this group which was issued officially. It is in execution far ahead 
of those issued as private enterprises for sale to spectators on the day of the procession. 


CXCI. Odv. - NOS INSTITUTIONS, NOTRE LANGUE, NOS LOIS, SOCIETE S! JEAN 
BAPTISTE. John the Baptist as in the last. The staff has only one cross, no 
ribbon tying sprigs ; on ground work, DE; under it, QUEBEC 

Rev. #SOUVENIR DE LA CONVENTION NATIONALE DU 24 JUIN+ Ex. 1880 
A man with tuque on his head holding an axe in his right hand. In his left 
he holds a flag inscribed, EMpARONs | Nous DU | so. The axe and his right 
foot each rest on a log of wood. Behind him is a plow, with mountains in the 
distance ; under the groundwork isa ribbon inscribed, LABOR IMPROBUS OMNIA 
vinciT ; below is a beaver to the left with a sprig of maple leaves in his mouth. 
Size 38m. R 2. 
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By Mr. Bishop for Mr. Richard of Quebec, who sold them in opposition to the 
official medal. The execution is inferior. The position of the figures is anything but 
natural. 

CXCII. Odv. soclETE ST JEAN BAPTISTE DE QUEBEC A wreath of maple 
leaves with a beaver resting at the bottom. 

Rev. CONVENTION NATIONALE 24 JUIN 1880. Across the centre of the 
field, SOUVENIR Size 30m. R 2. 

Struck at Quebec, by whom I have not been able to learn. The design is simple, 
and considering that it is the only medal emanating from the ancient capital, the execu- 
tion is fair. This was also sold on the occasion of the National Convention. 

CXCIII. Odv. ROM. CATHS TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATION £2. REV. P. PHELAN, 
Pres. | MONTREAL. Feb. 23. 1840 Arms, consisting of a shield, with a lamb to 
the right above, and a radiated 1s below. Crest, A radiated cross sur- 
rounded by the word PLEDGE Supporters, To the right a man with flag 
inscribed sopriety ; to the left a woman with DoMEsTIC COMFORT on her flag. 
A rose, shamrock, and thistle on the groundwork. 

Rev. © MARY, CONCEIVED WITHOUT SIN, PRAY FOR US | WHO HAVE RE- 
COURSE TO THEE, THAT | WE CHASTE & TEMPERATE BE. £2. J. ARNAULT. The 
Virgin Mary standing on a globe, in the act of trampling on a serpent. The 
globe is inscribed CANADA with the letter M and across in front. Size 44 m. 
R 6, 

The engraver, whose name appears on this medal, is the same as has been men- 
tioned in connection with the Molson and rebellion tokens. A full account of this and 
the following temperance medals I have given in Vol. VIII, page 51, of the Canadian 
Antiquarian. 

CXCIV. Odv. IN Hoc sIGNo vinces Arms as in the last, but the lamb 
is to the left. The word Pledge is wanting round the cross. ‘The supporter 
to the right is a woman, with a flag inscribed LA FELICITE | DOMESTIQUE The 
man to the left, with flag inscribed LA soprieTé; over the man’s head an 
angel hovers with a crown of laurel. Seated at the foot of a platform are two 
children ; under the groundwork, DAVIS BIRM. 

Rev. SOCIETE D'ABSTINENCE COMPLETE A CORK LE TRES REVEREND T. 
MATHEW, PRESIDENT A Greek cross occupying the whole field, inscribed 
PROMESSE | JE PROMETS | DE | M’ABSTENIR | DE TOUTE | SORTE DE BOISSON ENI- 
VRANTE | EXCEPTE EN CAS DE MALADIE | ET PAR ORDRE D'UN MEDECIN | JE 
PROMETS EN AUTRE D’EVITER | TOUT | CE QUE PUT | CONDUIRE | A | L'INTEM- 
PERANCE. In the upper left angle, Erantie; in the right, 19 AVRIL | 1838 
Size 44m. R 5. 

The design is identical with, and the inscription is a faithful rendering in French 
of that on the medals given by Father Mathew in Ireland to his converts, showing that 
the temperance reform among the French Canadians was the result of the movement 
inaugurated by Father Mathew in Ireland. 

CXCV. Obdv. Ex. s' jean John the Baptist standing with his right hand 
raised ; in his left he holds a crusader’s staff. At his left is a lamb, with 
plants to his right. 

Rev. TEMPERANCE £x. .B Two sprigs of maple leaves with a beaver 
to the right resting thereon. Brass. Size 31 m. R 5. 

As this medal bears no date, I am unable to tell at what time it was issued. It is 
evidently the work of a Canadian engraver, the L. B. representing the initials of some 
forgotten artist. 
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CXCVI. Odv. IL NE BOIRA NE VIN NE AUCUNE LIQUEUR ENIVRANTE 
John the Baptist holding in his left hand a crusader’s staff, from which a ribbon 
is suspended inscribed TEMPERANCE; to his left is a stone, and at his right are 
plants growing. Underneath is a beaver resting on two sprigs of maple 
leaves; under the groundwork, DAVIS BIRM. 

Rev. JESUS ABREUVE DE FIEL ET DE VINAIGRE AYEZ PITIE DE Nous. £2. 
Jf SERAI TOUJOUR | FIDELE | A MA PROMESSE The crucifixion, with the Virgin 
standing to the left adcring. To the right is a Roman soldier in the act of 
raising a sponge on a pole. In the background is a Doric building. Size 
4om. R 3. 

John the Baptist is used here as a double emblem. As a Nazarite, and therefore a 
total abstainer, he represents temperance; and as the national saint, represents the 
French Canadian nationality. 

CXCVII. Odv. MARIE JESUS JOSEPH £2. SOYEZ FIDELE JUSQU’A LA 
mort The Virgin Mary to the left and Joseph to the right, with the child 
Jesus between. 

Rev. IN * HOC x SIGNO x vincEes At the top is a tablet inscribed ET 
VOTRE AME SERA PERCEE D'UN GLAIVE; under the tablet is a heart pierced 
with a dagger and decked with a garland. Above the heart, sacré caur ; 
below, DE MARIE Inscription, in lower part of field, PoUR L'AMOUR DE JESUS 
CRUCIFIE | JE SERAI TOUJOUR FIDELE | A L’ENGAGEMENT QUE J'AI PRIS | DANS LA 
SOCIETE DE | TEMPERANCE In the midst of the inscription is a cross ; below, a 
beaver to the left resting on two sprigs of maple leaves. Size 4om. R 3. 

This medal was issued during the temperance reformation that was inaugurated by 
the preaching of Father Chiniquy about the year 1853. Father Chiniquy is still cele- 
brated as a preacher. Having formed a flourishing settlement of French Canadians at 
Kankakee, IIl., he officiated to them acceptably as parish priest. And when he gave up 
his connection with the Church of Rome, and accepted the Presbyterian doctrines, most 
of the settlers followed him. He now takes a prominent position in all works tending 
towards evangelizing the French Canadians. 

CXCVIII. Odv. Same as the last. 

Rev. As the last, but the heart differs slightly in shape, while the 1 in 
IN HOC is Opposite P in pouR; in the last it is lower. Size 4om. R 6. 

The reverse of this is not so well executed as that of the last, from which I would 
infer that the old reverse die had become useless and a new one had been ordered from 
an inferior engraver. This variety is very scarce. I only know of one specimen. 

CXCIX. Odv. Similar to CXCVI, but the name of the engraver is 
wanting. 

Rev. As CXCVI, but hardly so well executed. Size 4o. Rt. 

Struck from dies prepared by Mr. Bishop for Mr. Lymburner, for a Temperance 


Society at Lachine. This medal is much inferior to the one of Birmingham workman- 
ship, from which it has been copied. 


CC, Ov. * S' PATRICK'S TOTAL ABSTINENCE SOCIETY MONTREAL * ESTA? 
FEB. 21*' 1841 Arms as in CXCIV ; the woman is also being crowned with 
a laurel wreath; her flag has pomestic | comrorr and the man’s, SOBRIETY 
There is no rose or thistle on the groundwork. Above the arms is IN HOC 
SIGNO VINCES Qn the platform, under the shield, J. p. scorr | ENG. ; attached 
to the lower part of the medal is a ribbon inscribed TEMPERANCE. CHARITY. 
RELIGION. 
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Rev. Plain. Size 44. R 4. 

This is by the same artist who engraved those of the Medal struck for the Numis- 
matic and Antiquarian Society. This Medal is intended to be worn by members at 
their meetings and when in procession. 

CCI. Obdv. -st. PATRICKS TOTAL ABSTINENCE SOCIETY MONTREAL: ESTA? 
FEB. 21°" 1841. Design as last, except that the engraver’s name is wanting 
and the letters J. p. s. occur under the man’s feet. 

Struck in 1880, the die of the previous Medal having been broken after about 
twenty impressions had been struck off. 

CCII. Odv. 0 MARIE CONCUE SANS PECHE PRIEZ POUR NOUS | QUI AVONS 
RECOURS A vous £x. 1830 The figure of the Virgin standing on a globe ; 
from each hand rays extend. 

Rev. Ex. GRotuHe. The letter M surmounted by a cross; underneath, a 
heart pierced with a dagger; the whole surrounded by twelve stars. Shape, 
oval. Size 20m. by 25m. R 6. 

Grothe, whose name appears on this Medal, had at that time an extensive silver- 
smith’s establishment. The dies are said to have been engraved by Baume, who pre- 
pared the plates for many of the shin-plasters that circulated in 1837 ; we may therefore 
class it as the earliest medal of purely Canadian workmanship. 


CCIII. Odv. MARIE CONGUE SANS PECHE PRIEZ PouR Nous’ The Virgin 
standing on a cloud with rays extending from each hand. 

Rev. ENFANTS DE MARIE DE LA CONGREGATION DE N. D. DE MONTREAL 
M A in monogram surrounded by rays; above, a circle of nine stars. Oval. 
Size 19 m. by 23m. R 5. 


Some thousands of this Medal were struck by Mr. Narcisse Beaudry, a jeweller, 
he having imported the dies from Paris. These Medals are sold by the nuns to the 
girls attending their school, who are induced to join a Society called the Children of 
Mary. 

CCIV. Odv. © MARIE CONCUE SANS PECHE PRIEZ P NOUS Within a 
beaded oval the figure of the Virgin standing on a globe. From each hand 
rays extend, 

Rev. Similar to the last, groundwork frosted. Shape, a square with the 
top and bottom forming an arc of a circle. Size 22 m. by 30m. R 3. 

The dies of the previous Medal having given out, a stock of these Medals were 
ordered by the nuns from Paris, and silver impressions sold to members as they joined 
the Society. 

CCV. Obdv. PELERINAGE - DE- PiIETE - A+ S™ ANNE-+DE+BEAUPRE £2. PA- 
TRONNE | Du | caNaDA | 1877. Corner view of the old church at St. Anne's, 
with houses and trees in the rear. The foliage is represented by a number of 
dots. 

Rev. A wreath of maple leaves with a bird at top. Within the wreath, 
near the top, SOUVENIR Size 30m. R 3. 

Mr. Torcapel, who engraved the dies for this medal, is anything but a first class 
artist. The dots for foliage remind one of the old Saxon coins, and the dotted capital I’s 
are after the manner of the amateur sign painters occasionally met with among our 
French Canadian citizens. 

CCVI. Ov. PATRONNE SAINTE ANNE. DU CANADA £2. 1877. Two fe- 
males seated, the one to the right, who seems to be the elder, appears to be 
instructing the other from a roll. 
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Rev. PELERINAGE DE PIETE A S™“ ANNE DE BEAUPRE « £2. FONDE EN | 
1660 Church similar to the last, but better executed ; the foliage is better 
represented. Size 30m. R 2. 

Issued by Mr. Lymburner, who disposed of a large number to the pilgrims who 
resort to St. Anne’s to pay their religious devotions. The dies, as also those of the four 
following, are by Mr. Bishop. 


CCVII. Oév. Same as the last. 

Rev. PELERINAGE . DE + PIETE+ A+ LA» BONNE. S™ ANNE * Across the top 
of the field souventR Size 30m. R 2. 

Ste. Anne de Beaupre has been celebrated for many years as a place where it is 
asserted that miraculous cures have been performed. The old church is festooned with 
the crutches of those who no longer required their help after a visit to this:place. It is 
only during the past few years that it has become a place of resort for great crowds of 
pilgrims. 


CCVIII. Odv. SAINTE ANNE PATRONNE DE LA PROVINCE DE QUEBEC 1877 
Two females as in CCVI. 

Rev. SOUVENIR DE PELERINAGE A SAINTE ANNE DE BEAUPRE £2%. FONDE 
EN | 1660 Church as inCCVI. Shape, a pointed oval. Size 14 m. by 22 m. 
R 3. 


From this inscription we would infer that St. Anne had become the patron saint of 
this Province. Such is not the case. This inscription is used by the medallist that his 
wares may be the more readily sold to the pilgrims. 


CCIX. Obv.’ As the last, except that the bench on which the women are 
seated extends a short distance on either side of their bodies. 

Rev. Same as the last. Pointed oval. Size 14 m. by 22m. R 2. 

This was struck in place of the previous Medal, the dies having given out. The 


demand for them seems to have increased each year as the place came into greater 
repute as the resort of pilgrims. 


CCX. Ov. PATRONNE SAINTE ANNE. DU CANADA £x. 1877. Women 
seated as in CCVI. A flower in an ornamental pot in front. 

Rev. Similar to CCVI. Size 32m. R 3. 

Struck for Mr. Richard of Quebec, who entered for a single variety as a competitor 


for this trade with the pilgrims. The design and execution of this Medal, although by the 
same artist, is an improvement on those issued by Mr. Lymburner. 


CCXI. Odv. © BONNE S® ANNE PRIEZ POUR NOUS Two women as in 
CCVI. 

Rev. PELERINAGE A S* ANNE DE BEAUPRE View of the new St. Anne’s 
Church. Oval. Size 28 m. by 38m. R 3. 

This with the two following Medals were struck in Paris for Mr. Demerais of 
Montreal. He sold them at his store in the village of Ste. Anne de Beaupre. This is the 
only Medal having a representation of the new church lately erected at the shrine of 
St. Anne’s. 

CCXII. Odv. s§ ANNE ET MARIE S* ANNE DE BEAUPRE A female to the 
right seated on a chair, instructing one who is standing before her. Below is 
a winged head. 

Rev. CHURS DE JESUS ET DE MARIE Two hearts with flames issuing from 
their tops, the one to the right is pierced with a dagger ; above is a crown. 
Oval. Size 18 m. by 22m. R 3. 
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Mr. Demerais seems to have disposed of a great number of these pieces, driving 
the other traders out of the market by being able to undersell them. 


CCXIII. Odv. s. ANNE ET MARIE S. ANNE DE BEAUPRE Design as last. 
Rev. As the last. Oval. Size 15 m. by 18m. R 3. 


The church and shrine of Ste. Anne de Beaupre having come under the control of 
the Redemptorist Fathers, the Medals are sold by their agents only. 


CCXIV. Obv. REV® | JAS SOMERVILLE | MONTREAL | 1803 

Rev. DO THIS IN | REMEMBRANCE | OF ME Oval. Size 34 m. by 4om. R 5. 

The Rev. James Somerville was pastor of St. Gabriel Street Presbyterian Church 
for many years. When he died he left a sum of money to the Natural History Society, 
to found a course of lectures, which lectures have been delivered annually ever since. 
This is the oldest Canadian communion token, and remained in use until the removal 
of the congregation to their new edifice in 1860. 
R. W. M°LACHLAN. 


{To be continued. } 


THE RUTLI PLEDGE. 

I FIND in my collection a Swiss token which commemorates the “ Riitli Oath.” Can 
any one give me the date of its issue? The obverse shows the three patriots, Stauff- 
acher, Walter Fiirst and Arnold, as standing at midnight in the Riitli meadow, swearing, 
with hands upraised towards the starry sky, “To be free as their fathers were free,” 
and to maintain with their lives the old Swiss pledge — “ One for all, and all for one.” 
The reverse (LA SOCIETE DES SUISSES), clasped hands in centre, with hat, bow, and 
pierced apple underneath ; counterstamped 6 above; copper, size 20. According to 
tradition, during the night of Nov. 7-8, 1307, the three patriots, with a few followers, 


formed a Swiss league against Austrian tyranny ; and the spot has since been known as 
the “Cradle of Swiss Liberty,” and has become, by purchase, national property. The 
legend of William Tell, who married a daughter of Fiirst, also dates from the Riitli con- 
spiracy, from which sprang Swiss independence. To what does the counterstamp 6 
allude ? THOMAS WARNER. 


AUSTRIAN KREUTZERS FOR 1873. 

Petry tradesmen, servant maids, retailers of beer and tobacco, and other such 
“small deer,” in the venerable city of Prague, have of late been greatly exercised by an 
odd wager, contracted between two of their wealthier fellow citizens, one of whom, a few 
weeks ago, laid the other fifteen hundred florins that, by the 1st of January, 1882, he 
would collect the sum of twenty-eight florins, Austrian currency, in one-kreutzer pieces 
bearing the date 1873. It seems that, owing to some unexplained accident, only thirty 
florins’ worth of these coins — the individual value of which is a trifle less than that of 
the British farthing — was issued from the imperial mint. The three thousand kreutzers 
are, in all probability, scattered about throughout the length and breadth of the gigantic 
Austrian Empire; and it can hardly be but that some of them have been lost during the 
eight years that have elapsed since they first came into circulation. Thus, the enter- 
prising gentleman who has bound himsclf to recover twenty-three hundred of their 
number within a twelve-month, would really appear to have undertaken an almost hope- 
less adventure. He contrived, however, to gather together nearly eighteen hundred 
without betraying the importance to be attached to their possession ; but, through some 
indiscretion, the terms of the wager became publicly known about a fortnight ago, since 
which time the 1873 kreutzers have risen considerably in the market and are now 
quoted at the fancy price of a florin apiece. Nobody passes copper change in the 
realm without closely examining each kreutzer, and it is not unlikely that, should the 
layer of the wager complete his collection by the appointed date, he will have paid so 
dearly for the scarce coins, that his winnings will barely cover his expenses. 
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DISCOVERY OF ANCIENT SCOTTISH COINS. 


Tue Edinburgh Satesman reports a somewhat remarkable discovery made in the 
pretty little burgh of Fortrose, in Scotland. In raising the clay floor in the kitchen of 
an old house on the margin of the Cathedral Green, occupied by Mr. Donald Junor, for 
the purpose of replacing it with a floor of cement, the soil below was penetrated for some 
little depth, and the spout of what appeared to be a teakettle was exposed. On remov- 
ing the earth from around it a vessel, apparently of tarnished copper, was uncovered. 
It was some ten or eleven inches in height, of the familiar shape of the water ewer or 
flagon in use in Scottish families in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the water 
being poured from it over the hands of guests and others, previous to meals. The top 
was closed with a lid, formed of a piece of lead three-quarters of an inch in thickness, 
and apparently soldered to the flagon. The vessel was remarkably heavy, and on remov- 
ing the lead it was found to be filled with old silver coins. There was a quantity of 
dark-looking liquid in the vessel, and on this being poured out, the coins were left, with 
one or two exceptions, quite white and clean. There were over a thousand in number, 
and were all of the time of King Robert III. of Scotland, who reigned from 1390 to 
1406. They are very thin, as is the general character of the silver coinage of that time, 
and larger than a shilling in the surface. 





THE BECKER FORGERIES. 


Ir is quite impossible to see many of Becker’s wonderful productions without 
experiencing a strong desire to know something of the life and character of a man 
whose skill enabled him completely to conceal his individuality in his work, and to pro- 
duce in the very spirit which conceived them, and with the utmost fidelity of details, the 


coins of ages and of civilizations far removed from each other. Such was, in fact, this 
man’s universal genius that he rendered with equal facility and felicity the life-like out- 
lines of a Greek head, the stereotypic mediocrity of a coin of the middle ages, or the 
brilliant mechanical execution of a Napoleonic medal. This is the more astonishing 
because his education and early training had been unconnected with art of any sort, his 
efforts unaided; because, also, he had probably passed his thirtieth year before he 
handled a graver, and did not then begin, as most do, with fortuitous and abortive 
attempts, but selected for his first models the most artistic coins of antiquity, and suc- 
ceeded at once in deceiving the most experienced connoisseurs, His skill also in copy- 
ing, with but occasional errors, legends which to him must often have been extremely 
puzzling, and the secret means used to give coins the appearance of age, are all subjects 
of wonder, and stamp him as the most original, scientific, and accurate forger of coins, 
of which modern history speaks; the Paduan forgers not excepted, for these manipu- 
lated chiefly one class of coins, and the means sometimes employed to deceive, — such 
as soldering together different obverses and reverses of Roman G. B., to form combi- 
nations similar to our modern mules,— were clumsy and coarse when compared with the 
exact reproductions of our scientific imitator. Becker is known to European archaeolo- 
gists through various publications, notably the classification of his coins by A. von Stein- 
biichel, Vienna, 1836, and the more complete and accurate one made a little later by M. 
Pinder, Berlin, 1843. He is practically unknown to American collectors, to whom 
works in foreign languages are not generally available. What is known of him here is 
chiefly through his coins, many specimens of which are found in American cabinets, 
occasionally, no doubt, zmcognito to the owners, who imagine some brilliant and rare 
Syracuse tetradrachm to be truly antique, while it is, perhaps, only a Becker. 

Karl Wilhelm Becker was born in 1771, at Speyer, Germany, where his father 
occupied the position of syndicus, corresponding probably to the office of mayor in an 
American town. He received an education suitable to fit him for mercantile pursuits, 
established himself as a cloth merchant at Mannheim, married there, and finally went 
through bankruptcy. In 1806 we find him employed as a journeyman goldsmith, and 
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here did a certain Fr. Creuzer first obtain accidental information that the skilled Becker 
was counterfeiting Regal Greek moneys in silver. From Mannheim Becker went to 
Offenbach, which henceforth became his permanent residence. Here he began oper- 
ations as an amateur and dealer who wished to enlarge his small select collection by 
exchanges. The nearness of Offenbach to Frankfurt was of great advantage to him, for 
here dwelt many coin-dealing Jews, and through these especially did Becker sell the 
coins secretly manufactured at Offenbach. 

Becker was a man of medium height, thick set, very affable and refined in his 
manners, an attentive listener, and an appreciative admirer of such objects of art as were 
shown him. When examining coins he would always make pertinent remarks and com- 
parisons, which soon gave him the reputation of being a learned numismatist. When 
occasion presented itself he would draw forth some rare coin or cut gem he had been 
lucky enough to buy or obtain in exchange, or would, perhaps, mention some similar 
coin which was for sale, and perhaps could be obtained, at a high price, for his patron. 
Among other local celebrities he enjoyed the friendship of Prince von Isenburg, a 
former General in the service of France, who, in 1814, conferred upon him the title of 
Hofrath, or court councilor. The Prince had brought with him, from the Spanish cam- 
paigns, a very fine collection of coins, especially of the moneys of the Visigoths. Being 
an invalid, he could not leave his rooms, and he found in his intercourse with Becker, an 
agreeable and entertaining pastime. That Becker, in the period 1814-30, enjoyed more 
than a local reputation, is proved by the fact that Goethe, the celebrated German poet, 
litterateur, critic, and lover of fine arts, visited him in 1815, and writes of him in his 
“ Notes” :—“Hofrath Becker, at Offenbach, exhibited fine paintings, moneys and gems, 


and was not unwilling to dispose of some of them to amateurs.” And again, in another 
work :— “ Mr. Becker, highly esteemed as a medalist, has important series of moneys of 
all ages, arranged to illustrate the history and progress of his art.” 

Although only one of each of Becker’s forgeries, in the original metals, according to 
Mionnet’s rating, would be valued at the astonishing sum of 66,723 francs, it is not sur- 


prising that Becker, whose personal habits were inexpensive, did not, at his death, which 
occurred on the 11th of April, 1830, leave any fortune behind him, for the greater part of 
his earnings remained in the hands of the Jews, through whose agency chiefly, his coins 
were sold. Besides, he was a man who, to acquire wealth quickly, entered upon many 
speculations, and these did not always prove successful; he was also a man of many 
hobbies, and these, as every one who reads these lines fully knows, absorb money 
promptly, and give slow returns. 

How Becker succeeded in producing in such perfection a series of over 330 coins, 
requiring 600 dies, remains problematical. Granted that he united in himself eminent 
talent, great skill in mechanical execution, and untiring application, still the magnitude 
and perfection of his work remain a matter of wonder and astonishment. Supposing, 
for instance, that a skilled die-sinker could complete the die for some of his Gothic 
moneys in one day, the Hellenic, on the other hand, would certainly require from two to 
three months for their production. It is also to be remarked that Becker did not work 
from designs or drawings where exact similarity is not absolutely required, but that in 
order to reach his ends, he had to copy the original with the most painful exactness, — 
and this, in itself, must have consumed much time. It has been surmised that he used 
genuine antique moneys to obtain impressions in metal, and that these were retouched 
with the graver and then hardened to be used as dies ; but this theory, considering the 
fact that many unimportant but nevertheless marked variations between his coins and 
the supposed models have been discovered by his critical and exact biographer, M. Pin- 
der, is entirely improbable. No indications whatsoever of such method of work, either 
in the tools left behind him, or in the coins, exist. It is known that he used common 
ancient coins as planchets to strike his rare moneys, whereby the ancient edge, so im- 
portant a factor in determining the genuineness of many coins, was preserved. At times 
he would stamp but one side of a genuine coin to produce a rare head or reverse, and so 
cautious was he in his fabrications that, in order to avoid the productions of exact dupli- 
cates, which, as every one knows, have as yet been undiscovered among the Greek and 
Roman coins, the dies were frequently retouched before striking new examples. It is 
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said that to give his coins the appearance of slight circulation, he would mix them with 
iron filings and place them in a box under his chaise, while travelling from Offenbach to 
Frankfurt. According to the saying of a Mr. Collin, a Jew residing at Offenbach, he 
called this “to give his old folks an airing.” Then, to give the moneys the well known 
smell (!) and color, he buried them for a season in manure. The attention of collectors 
became gradually awakened. Sestini, in a pamphlet issued 1825, warned the public of 
the “ultramontano” couterfeits. In his essay on modern fabrications, 1826, he names 
“un certo Becker di Hanau,” and describes a number of his counterfeits. At about 
this time Becker himself thought it more expedient to proclaim himself a copyist of 
ancient coins, and he issued a seven page list of two hundred and ninety-six pieces, 


‘manufactured in his moments of leisure, and offered for sale to collectors whose means 


did not allow them to procure the rare and costly originals.” In this list the prices of 


his fabrications were arranged according to the following scale: 


The entire series of 296 pieces ; impressions in fine silver, 300 ducats. 
The Greek series alone, 110 pieces, : , , , 200 
The Roman, alone, 126 pieces, ' ' . ; ; 100 
The Gothic Kings, 24 pieces, ; : : , 14 
The German Middle Ages, 24 pieces, __.. ; 21 
The Modern ; sixteenth to eighteenth centuries, 12 pieces, ‘ 10 


This list, published without date, is entirely incomplete. It is, of course, unknown 
whether Becker issued only a partial list in order to be more secure in placing the 
balance, or whether the others were made after the list was issued ;— probably both 
theories are in part correct. As regards the metals used, it must be remembered that 
Becker himself struck his copies of Greek and of Roman coins in gold or silver ; gen- 
erally, but not always, in the metals indicated by Mionnet. Such as are found in 
copper must be ascribed to the later part of his life, as the placing of copper copies 
of gold and silver Roman coins would have at once betrayed the secret so long and 
so well kept by himself.* Of ancient bronze coins, except one or two of the later 
Roman emperors found only in this metal, he copied none,—all such belong to the 
Paduan and other schools of forgers. After his death the entire series of obverse and 
reverse dies, numbering over six hundred, passed into private hands, and have been used 
to strike in tin or lead the three hundred and thirty-one coins described in Pinder's list.t 
The series is found extremely useful for the purpose of illustration and detection, and 
European coin dealers and collectors of ancient coins generally possess a set, and are 
thereby frequently enabled to decide promptly and authoritatively the genuineness of 
any doubtful ancient coin presented to them for inspection. Mr. Feuardent, in New 
York, has the complete set, and has had repeated occasion to use it to advantage. 

The following list, carefully compiled from Mr. Pinder’s very accurate descriptions, 
comprises the entire series, inclusive of such doubtful pieces, the dies of which are not 
extant, as are generally ascribed to Becker.f 


HELLENIC MONEYS, ETC. 


Campania, 2; Apulia, 1; Calabria, 1; Lucania, 7; Bruttii, 3; Sicily, 21; Cher- 
sonesus Taurica, 2; Thracia, 3; Islands near Thracia, 3 ; Macedonia, 3; Kings of Mace- 
donia, 9; Epirus, 2; Kings of Epirus, 5; Acarnania, 1; Locri Opuntii, 1; Phocis, 1 ; 
Boeotia, 2; Attica, 1; Elis, 1; Zacynthus, 1; Arcadia, 1; Creta, 3; Kings of Bosporus 


hi ates” -ametinamtitect 


* The Becker forgeries, in my sale March 24, 1881, were tained. Pinder gives the name of Mr. Seidentricher, 


Roman, and struck exclusively in copper. I have the 
written guarantee of their former owner that in this metal 
they are of the utmost rarity. Such as are found in this 
metal were probably struck by Becker for personal friends, 
who wanted to avoid the expense of the more noble 
metals. From the fact that he copied at least one coin of 
Phocis, described by Mionnet as struck in electrum, it is 
quite probable that he also used poor coins in this alloy 
as planchets. 

+t Iam unable to state who the present owners of the 
dies are, nor at what prices the entire series can be ob- 


Homburg, and the price of the entire set at 30 florins, 
but it is most probable that the dies are now in different 
hands. Should any one desire it, I will cheerfully make 
the necessary inquiries abroad, and take orders for com- 
plete sets, if obtainable. 

{ My intention was to name the city, ruler, and denom- 
ination, but as this would also necessitate, to be any of 
practical use to collectors, a transcription of legends and 
other particulars, and would also protract this article to 
an unusual length, I must regretfully abandon this for 
the present. 
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and Pontus, 10; Kings of Bithynia, 4; Mysia, 5; Kings of Pergamus, 1; Troas, 1 ; 
Ionia, 4; Islands near Ionia, 1 ; Kings of Caria, 3; Islands near Caria, 3; Incerta, Asia 
Minor, 2; Kings of Syria, 15; Seleucis, Pieria, 1; Phoenicia, 2; Rulers of Judea, 1 ; 
Kings of Persia, 1; Kings of Bactriana, 3; Kings of Egypt, 1; Incerta, 1. Total of 
Hellenic moneys, 133. 

ROMAN MONEYS. 


Earliest Denarius, 1 ; Family coins, 6; Julius Caesar, 7; Sextus Pompeius, 1 ; Lu- 
cius Antonius, 1; Augustus, 1; M. Agrippa, 1; Tiberius, 1; Drusus, Jr. 1; Antonia, 
1; Germanicus, 1 ; Caligula, 1 ; Claudius, 1 ; Agrippina, Jr., 3 ; Clodius Macer, 1 ; Vitel- 
lius, 1 ; Domitilla, 1; Julia, daughter of Titus, 1 ; Trajanus, 2; Plotina, 3 ; Marciana, 1 ; 
Matidia, 2; Hadrianus, 1 ; Commodus, 1 ; Crispina, 1; Pertinax, 1; Didius Julianus, 2; 
Manlia Scantilla, 3; Didia Clara, 1; Pescennius Niger, 3 ; Septimius Severus, 1; Fulvia 
Plautilla, 1; Macrinus, 1; Diadumenianus, 2; Elagabalus, 1; Cornelia Paula, 1; Julia 
Maesa, 2; Orbiana, 1; Mamaea, 1; Maximus, 1; Balbinus, 2; Pupienus, 1; Tranquil- 
lina, 2; Pacatianus, 3; Etruscilla, 1; Herennius Etruscus, 1; Hostilianus, 2; Treboni- 
anus Gallus, 3; Volusianus, 1; Aemilianus, 2; Cornelia Supera, 2; Valerianus, I ; 
Mariniana, 1; Gallienus, 1; Saloninus, 1; Postumus, 11; Laelianus, 1; Victorinus, 1; 
Marius, 2; Tetricus, Sr., 8 ; Tetricus, and his son, 1; Tetricus, Jr., 1 ; Claudius Gothicus, 
1; Florianus, 1 ; Numerianus, 2; Magnia Urbica, 1 ; Nigrinianus, 1; Julianus, 1 ; Maxi- 
mianus Herculeus, 1; Fausta, 2; Crispus, 1; Delmatius, 1; Vetranio, 1; Decentius, I ; 
Procopius, 1: Arcadius, 1; Honorius, 1 ; Constantius IIL, 1; Johannes, 1 ; Honoria, 1 ; 
Euphemia, 1; Olybrius, 1; Glycerius, 1. Total of Roman moneys, 136. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Kings of the Visigoths, 25 ; Merovingian Dynasty, 1; Carlovingian and later 
Emperors, 19; Moneys of the Middle Ages and of Modern times, 7; Siege Coins, 9; 
Addenda, (Isenburg), 1. Total, 331 coins and medals. Besides these, eleven modern 
coins and medals are generally ascribed to Becker. 


Irvington, N.Y. 


ED. FROSSARD. 





BURIED TREASURES EXHUMED. 

In the course of the excavations necessary for the reconstruction of the baths at 
Diirheim, in the Palatinate, the workmen have come upon an enormous iron chest con- 
taining the celebrated treasure of the Abbey of Limburg, which disappeared after the 
siege of the abbey in 1504. The treasure is supposed to have been put in safety by the 
abbey out of fear of an attack. It is composed of a large number of vases and other 
objects of gold and silver, of precious stones, and a host of coins of the fifteenth century. 
There are also a number of articles for worship, dating from the commencement of the 
abbey, which was constructed by Conrad the Salic, and his wife, Queen Gisela, and 
opened in 1030. By the law of the Palatinate, half the treasure goes to the State and 
half to the French company which has the working of the baths. 

Recent excavations for building operations at 2 Newgate Street, London, have 
resulted in a very rich find of Roman antiquities, which, from the occurrence of coins of 
Claudius and Nero, may be attributed to an early period in the city’s history. Three 
large and capacious leaden cylinders, or sé¢u/e, with chariots and other designs in relief 
on the outer surfaces, have been found, each enclosing a very perfect and beautiful glass 
urn of considerable dimensions. Combs, s#z/z, horns, and a bronze spur with rowel 
points, have also been found. 





CROMWELL altered the British Realm ; and he took the further liberty to alter the Latin, for 
a legend around his superb silver crown piece. ‘Terence had it, Hanc nist Mors mihi adimet nemo. 
The Protector puts it, Has. Mist. Periturus. Mihi. Adimat. Nemo. ‘‘No one shall rob me of these 
(three kingdoms} unless he is ready to perish.” 
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HEAD-DRESSES EXHIBITED ON ANCIENT COINS. 


In glancing the eye over a cabinet of coins, one of the reflections which will most 
forcibly arise before the mind is that the persons there represented are shown “in their 
habit, as they lived :’—that those who pass in review before us are the great men of 
antiquity, the kings, heroes, potentates, as they once lived, and moved, and had their 
being. We may feel sure that we are gazing upon the costume of the era; that the gar- 
ments were worn as we see them now on the coinage; that their general appearance 
was exactly as is there portrayed. We may rest assured that these were no merely con- 
ventional types, such as at this day prevail upon the coins of many of the States of the 
modern world ; that no monarch who has sat upon a throne for a quarter of a century, 
is depicted, as in our times, with the same usage and outward apppetene untouched by 
the flight of years, as when his or her rule first begun. 

When we observe, on the money of the ancient world, the heads of the emperors 
bound around with laurel, or surmounted by the diadem, we know that that which we 
see is a custom of the era, and not, as we find it upon the coinage of the .Guelph rulers 
of England, or that of the third Napoleon, a mere conventionality and empty — an 
affectation, and bearing no real meaning, or connection with the manners of the day. 
The truth of the representations both of men and costume, as found upon ancient 
coins, has always received the corroboration of written records, and even the science of 
ethnology has received additions from the coinage of the rulers of antiquity, which has 
been preserved to us. 

The intention of the present paper is to speak of the head-dresses and methods of 
ornamenting the hair which were in use among the Greeks and Romans, and which we 
find on their coins. I do not intend to do more than barely touch upon the most 
striking and most important of such variations of garb, as I have not the facilities for 
making a complete study of the subject, much as I should desire to do so. 

Of head-dresses we find in use caps and crowns of various kinds, the tiara, the 
vitta, and the diadem. On coins we find Bacchus crowned with the ivy and vine leaves ; 
Herakles with ivy; Ceres with ears of barley; Flora with flowers; Arethusa with 
sedges ; and other mythological personages with appropriate emblematical devices. 

Rostral crowns composed of the prows of vessels enlaced with each other, the 
rewards bestowed by the Romans upon a victor in a naval engagement, are sometimes 
found on coins. The most notable example of this occurs on a denarius of Augustus 
Ceesar, bearing on the reverse a rostral column, standing on a rudely represented pedes- 
tal. “The shaft,” says Donalson, “has on each side a simple torus somewhat flattened, 
and the capital is conventionally figured of the Doric character. The shaft has on each 
side three projecting prows of vessels, and the whole face of the front is occupied by two 
enormous anchors, one over the other, out of all proportion to the other parts ; a license 
assumed by the medalist to give greater emphasis to the characteristic features. The 
whole is surmounted by the colossal statue of a warrior with the parazonium in his left 
hand, his mantle pendant from his shoulders, and a spear in his right.” 

Mural crowns composed of turrets, were the premiums given to those who had cap- 
tured walled cities. They occur, also, as adornments of genii and goddesses, and are 
found on the representations of Cybele and other tutelary deities. 

Oak crowns also appear on coins. These were the rewards given to those who had 
saved, in battle, the life of a Roman citizen. They generally surround the inscription 
“OB CIVES SERVATOS.” The servility and baseness of the Senate often placed this 
inscription upon the moneys issued by some temporary usurper or bloody tyrant, whose 
sole claim to such distinction was a wholesale slaughter of soldiers and citizens. Some 
of the very wickedest and worst of the Roman emperors, Tiberius, Claudius, Nero, 
Vitellius, &c., &c., were complimented with this title, “the preserver of the citizens.” It 
may possibly be, although there is no explicit authority for the suggestion, that the “ true 
inwardness” of the expression meant that the Senate was grateful to the monarch for 
having spared any of the citizens at all, and because he did not include the whole body 
of the Roman people in one indiscriminate massacre. 
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The “athletes” who were triumphant in the sports of the arena, received crowns, 
a specimen of which is shown upon a coin of Nero. 

Of all crowns, the most famous and the most ancient was the diadem. This, 
according to Gasseme, was a band of purple and fine linen of about the width of three 
or four fingers, which kings wore around their foreheads, and whose ends tied in a flow- 
ing knot behind, hung loosely down on the back of the neck. Alexander the Great is 
said to have staunched with his diadem the blood flowing from a wound which he had 
inflicted on Lysimachus. 

According to Pancirollus, (ed. 1715, ch. xi. p. 192,) the diadem was “a little cap, 
like one half of an hand ball of the bigger size, which, being put upon the head, was 
bound about with a white swathe. Both kings and emperors wore them for ornament ; 
our crowns on coins do nota little resemble them.” It was the simple, but superlatively 
distinctive badge of kingly power. From the earliest to the latest ages of the coinage 
issued by the monarchs of the various Grecian States, it will always be found upon their 
portraits, and wherever found the emblem is the sure and certain sign of a prince or of 
a god. 

Some monarchs were in the habit of wearing diadems as many in number as were 
the kingdoms over which they ruled : a custom whence, no doubt, arose the triple tiara 
of the Pope, symbolizing his dominion over earth, heaven, and hell. Ptolemy Philadel- 
phus, according to Josephus, wore two diadems, one for his dominions in Asia, another 
for Egypt ; the same was asserted of one of the Parthian kings. 

Among the Oriental potentates it was a frequent custom to braid the hair and 
beard, and ornament them with precious stones, as we see to this day in the Assyrian 
sculptures, and on the coins of the Arsacidae, whose heads additionally were bound 
around with a sort of a wide sash embroidered with pearls, etc., from which broad lappets, 
similarly ornamented, fell over the neck and ears. 

The kings of Armenia are shown on their coins wearing the tiara, a well-known 
symbol of absolute sovereignty among the nations of the Orient. Juba of Numidia 
wears a remarkable sort of a conical cap, hung around with pearls in rows, one above 
the other. 

After Julius Caesar, the laurel crown was generally adopted by the Roman emper- 
ors, the right to wear which was given him by the Senate, and subsequently accorded to 
his successors. 

Upon examination of a cabinet of coins of the Roman emperors, we can trace the 
successive changes in the style of wearing the hair and the manner of head-dress. 
Upon the coinage of Augustus we find the hair plain ; those struck upon his deification 
bear the radiated crown, the emblem of divinity, whose origin, no doubt, was due to the 
influence of solar worship. It was given to the deceased monarchs to show that they 
had taken rank as gods, not to any of their merits as a sovereign. Tiberius, Caligula, 
and Claudius are represented on their coins as wearing a band tied behind with a falling 
ribbon. Some of the coins of Caligula, issued by the Greek cities, bore the radiated 
crown. Nero is said to have assumed in his lifetime the radiated crown, but no coin has 
come under my notice corroborating this statement. Otho bears a very palpable peruke, 
thus confirming the statement of Suetonius in that respect. Vitellius wears the hair 
plain. From Titus to Maximus the hair is tied up with aribbon. On Gordianus III. 
appears the radiated crown, fillet and ribbon, and similarly down to Aurelian, who wears 
simply a laurel and a ribbon. From Claudius Gothicus to Diocletian, radiated crown 
and ribbon. Diocletian, laurel and ribbon. Maximianus, laurel and vitta, as well, also, 
crown and ribbon. Licinus, vitta. Constantine, vitta; also laurel and ribbon. The 
change from the right to wear the radiated crown when dead and deified, to the privi- 
lege of bearing it while living, was soon easily effected by the artful flattery which raised 
a mortal emperor to the gods. 

The Romans, while tamely submitting to the reality of a kingly power, hated all 
external insignia of that distinction. Their monarchs had for centuries worn ambiguous 
insignia before they dared to assume this badge of tyrannic power, and they were most 
careful in their policy from the days of Augustus, to avoid all symbols which savored of 
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royalty, and to refrain from every outward manifestation that was likely to recall the 
hated name of king, or the recollections of the early days of the Roman kingdom. 

A story is told that Pompey once appeared in public with a white fillet bound 
around his leg, ostensibly on account of a wound or a bruise. This trifling circumstance 
was looked upon as being a sign of his aspiring to supreme control, and a sturdy 
republican told him that it made little odds upon what part of his person he wore the 
diadem, the intention being in any case the same. 

According to Jornandes, Aurelian was the first of the Roman emperors who assumed 
the diadem, adopting it from the luxurious habits of the Persians. I have first noticed it 
on the Roman coinage upon the money issued by Licinius. 

Constantine the Great especially affected this decoration. There was something in 
the bent of his mind naturally tending to Oriental extravagance and the habits incul- 
cated by a seraglio training. He dressed with the luxury and effeminacy of a woman. 
He wore bracelets of pearls that extended from his hands all the way to his elbows, and 
this not on one arm alone, but on both. 

The simple form of the vitta was too plain for his love of gorgeous display. He* 
caused it to become a casque-shaped cap which covered the whole of his head, adorning 
it in the Persian manner by row upon row of diamonds, pearls and other precious stones. 
Even Julian, philosopher as he was, did not scruple to wear a diadem embroidered with 
a double row of pearls. 

The Christian emperors made especial use of the diadem, renouncing the formerly 
commonly worn laurel crown, whose use they thought savored of idolatry and old pagan 
ideas. 

In the reign of the Constantine family, the right of wearing the crown was likewise 
conferred upon the empresses. This was an innovation. The heads of the females of 
the reigning houses upon the earlier coinage always occur uncrowned, but often dressed, 
as in the case of the consorts of Commodus and Caracalla, in some absurd manner. 
We find Julia Domna, Soemias, Mamaea, and Plautilla evidently represented upon their 
coins as wearing false additional hair, which could be removed. (Miiller.) Other nations 
as well as Rome frequently exhibit on their money female as well as male crowned heads. 


Philadelphia. HENRY PHILLIPS, JR. 





THE «PESCENNIUS NIGER” IN THE FRENCH CABINET. 


A Gop coin of Pescennius Niger was in Mr. Woodward’s sale of Jan. 10 last, and provoked 
some discussion. The coin now belongs to one of the Editors, who exhibited it at the last meet- 
ing of the Boston Numismatic Society, showing also the Volume of Philosophical Transactions of 
the Royal Society of London for 1750, which contains the account of the discovery and purchase 
of this coin or its original, with an engraving. Part of the communication here follows verbatim. 


An abstract of a Discourse intitled, Reflexions on the Medals of Pescennius Niger, and upon some 
Circumstances in the history of his Life ; writen in French by Mr. Claude Gros de Boze, 
keeper of the Medals in the French King’s Cabinet, etc. and sent by him to Dr. Mead, who com- 
municated tt to this Soctely. By John Ward, R.P.G. and F.R.S.— Read May 31, 1750. 


* * * * * At length, in the month of July 1748, Mr. de Boze had fresh incouragement to 
pursue his inquiry ; which he did with greater attention, and better success, than before. A bare- 
footed Carmelile of the convent of Paris shewed him a letter, which he had received from one of his 
own order at Marseilles, who lately arrived from the Levan/, where he had been imployed as a mis- 
sionary. His correspondent acquainted him, that he had a gold medal of Pescennius, which the 
curious at Marseilles were desirous to purchase, and had offered him a considerable sum for it ; 
but as he hoped to get more at Pargs, especially if it was not in the King’s cabinet, he desired him 
to let him know that, as likewise what value Mr. de Boze put upon it. His answer was, that he 
would certainly give a good price for it, if it was antient; but that he could offer nothing, till he 
had seen it. The owner therefore brought him the medal, which was fair, well preserved, and 


*Some authorities say that Justinian was the first a cross, and often embroidered wtth a double row of 
Roman monarch who wore a closed crown, sometimes pearls. 
deep and cap-shaped, sometimes shallow, surmounted by 
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free from any thing, which might occasion the least suspicion; so that he valued it considerably 
higher, than what had before been offered, and immediately purchased it for the King. 

Soon after he shewed it to the greatest connoisseurs and most curious persons at Paris, who 
were charmed with the sight of so valuable and unexpected a medal in the Royal cabinet. And 
many both natives and foreigners being desirous of a draught of it, he ordered it to be ingraved. 
* * * A print accompanies this paper. 

The gold medal has on one side the head of Pescennius Mger crowned with laurel, with this 
legend, IMP CAES C PESC NIGER Ivstvs avG. And upon the reverse, the godess Concord, represented 
by a female figure standing, with a diadem on her head, one of her hands elevated, and a double 
horn of plenty in the other; and round the figure only the word concorpia. ‘For the letters pp, 
placed below in the feild, on the two sides of the figure, being the usual abbreviation of paTER 
PATRIAE, are to be considered as part of the inscription surrounding the head of Pescennius. And 
it is well known, as Mr. de Boze observes, that in many medals of the Roman emperors nothing 
is more common, than to find on the reverse a continuation of those titles, which could not be con- 
tained on the same side with the head. But he thinks it has not been yet sufficiently attended to, 
that in many medals of the cities in Lesser Asia, and especially of those in Ciicia, where Pescen- 
nius was first proclaimed, the title Paser pafriae, which they expressed by the two Greek letters 
ITT, for Haryp IMazpidog, is scarce ever placed in the circular inscription on either side, but in 
the feild of the reverse. For which reason he is inclined to beleive, that this medal was struck at 
Tarsus, the metropolis of Ci/icia, where that practice was more constant, than in any other place. 

It would scarce be worth observing, he sais, that in the word concorpra the letter p is 
inverted after this manner a, since such mistakes are very common both in antient and modern 
coins ; was it not to prevent any imaginary suspicion of its being done by design. * * * * * 





TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 
BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 

February 4. A monthly meeting was held this day. The Secretary read the report 
of the last meeting, which was accepted. Mr. Walter Woodman of Cambridge was 
elected a member. The Treasurer presented his annual report, which was accepted, 
and showed the Society to be in good financial condition. The President announced a 
donation from the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Philadelphia, of a pamphlet 
containing the Proceedings of that Society for 1880, for which thanks were voted. Mr. 
Woodward showed a number of coins and medals, among which were several of interest, 
of Germany and other countries. The Society adjourned at 5 P. M. 

March 4. A monthly meeting was held this day. The Secretary read the report 
of the last meeting, which was accepted, and letters from Messrs. Woodman and Hoff- 
mann, accepting membership. The President announced a donation from Mr. G. F. 
Ulex, of Hamburg, of a privately printed Catalogue of Medals, entitled “ Pestilentia in 
Nummis,” etc., for which the thanks of the Society were voted. Mr. Woodward showed 
a parcel of interesting coins, including several antique. -Some discussion took place on 
the meaning and use of the words “type” and “variety,” but no conclusion of impor- 
tance was reached. The Society adjourned at 5.30 P. M. 

April 1. A monthly meeting was held this day. The Secretary read the report of 
the last meeting, which was accepted. The President announced a donation from Mr. 
T. O. Weigel, of Leipzig, of the first volume of the “ Dictionnaire Numismatique” of 
Alex. Boutkowski, for which the thanks of the Society were voted. The Secretary said 
a few words on the subject of Types and Varieties, expressing his views, and exhibiting 
in illustration cents of 1856-7, quoting also his printed description of dollars of 1873. 
The Society adjourned soon after 5 P. M. 

Ws. S. AppLeton, Sec’y. 





WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


Ar the annual meeting of this Society, June 17, 1881, the following officers were 
chosen for the ensuing year :— President, S. H. Morgan; Vice-President, J. E. H. 
Kelley ; Secretary, George W. Rode; Treasurer, R. D. Book ; Curator, A. C. Gies. 


Pittsburg, Pa. 
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NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA. 


A MEETING of the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Philadelphia, was held 
May 5, 1881. Mr. Charles Henry Hart, the Historiographer, read a memoir of the late 
Hon. William Beach Lawrence, and Honorary Vice-President of the Society for the 
State of Rhode Island. 

A communication was read from Dr. D. G. Brinton in reference to certain Aztec 
ruins on the San Juan river, not hitherto described. 

Mr. Chandler made a further and detailed communication in reference to the sculp- 
tured rocks in Venezuela, seen by him in 1846, and a description of which he communi- 
cated, with a diagram, in that year to the National Institution at Washington. 

These rocks are near the village of San Estevan, between Caraccas and Valencia, and are 
about twenty feet in height, with a regular and plain surface, inclining at an angle of about 45° to 
the road. ‘They are chiefly of mica, granite, and feldspar, and present a hard surface. They are 
on the east side of the road. The figures, although more or less noticed from time to time by 
passengers travelling the road, had up to 1846, never received any special attention from scientists. 
There are, however, no traditions attached to them to account for their existence or origin, but 
they are known to have existed as early as the first days of the Spanish conquest, and may possibly 
have been connected with the religious rites or observances of the aboriginal races preceding those 
whom the Spaniards found there. The average depth of the sculptures is about half an inch, 
They seem to be in groups, and each character is apparently an ideograph. 

Mr. Duffield read an article on the Land of Moab and the Moabite stone, or so- 
called pillar of King Messa. 

Mrs. Lea Ahlborn, of the Royal Swedish Mint, presented a magnificent bronze 
medal, cut by herself, commemorating the jubilee held in the city of Upsala in 1877, on 
the occasion of the four-hundredth anniversary of the foundation of the University by 
Sten Sture, Senior, and continued by the Roman Catholic Archbishop Jacob Ulfson. 
Mrs. Ahlborn writes: —“ It is still a matter of doubt which of these men was the real 
founder of the University. I have placed the busts of both upon the medal, as well as 
those of Gustavus Adolphus and Oscar II. Dates 1624, 1477, and 1877, also occur on 
the medal. The first refers to the period when the University became really active by 
Gustavus dismissing all the old and incapable teachers that had barnacled themselves on 
to the institution, and additionally presented to it all his private fortune, consisting of 
three hundred and thirteen estates. The ornamentation is of the old Norse style, very 
much in vogue now in Scandinavia, on account of late archzological discoveries ; a style 
exhibiting distinctly an Oriental origin. This medal is the largest ever struck in 
Sweden, and is the first on which fragments of. Scandinavian ornaments have been 
reproduced. On the reverse of the medal is the Goddess Aurora driving a chariot with 
two winged horses, and bearing a torch in her hand. Before her steeds the clouds are 
rolling up and disappearing.” 

This medal will shortly be placed in the Society's collection in Memorial Hall, 
when the public will have an opportunity of being gratified with an inspection of the 
work of this great woman artist. 








AMERICAN NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF NEW YORK. 


WE regret that the abstract of the Proceedings of the American Numismatic and 
Archzeological Society of New York has failed to reach us. Their Annual Meeting has 
taken place since our last report, and there have been a large number of accessions to 
membership. 
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WE again beg to warn numismatists with respect to the operations of a coin dealer, who 
resides not a hundred miles from Nottingham, and who continues to offer for sale some clever 
imitations of Roman and Anglo-Saxon coins, rare medals, etc., mostly so cleverly executed as to 
deceive even a skilled numismatist.— Zhe Antiquarian, London. 


Tue bronze metal purchased during the year, for the British Mint, amounted to one hundred 
tons, in bars ready for coinage ; the profit on this coinage was £ 35, 396. 
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GERMAN INTERNATIONAL “FISHERIES” MEDAL. 


The German Government have lately held an Exposition at Berlin of matters relat- 
ing to fish and fish culture, at which exhibitions of methods and of preserved fish, etc., 
were shown from several foreign countries and from the United States. A very hand- 
some Medal was awarded as a recompense, having the following design : Obverse, bust 
to left of the Crown Prince Frederick William of Prussia, in uniform and wearing 
Orders; on the edge of the shoulder, FE. SCcHWENZER. Legend, FRIEDRICH WILHELM 
KRONPRINZ DES DEUTSCHEN REICHES UND VON PREUSSEN. Reverse, a sea-nymph, 
with flowing hair, draped below the waist, seated on a rock by the sea; her right hand 
holds a wreath of olive, and her left, uplifted, a paddle, around which falls a net. In the 
distance, a lighthouse, ships, etc. In exergue, an eel between a codfish and salmon. 
Legend, INTERNATIONALE FISCHEREI-AUSTELLUNG ZU BERLIN 1880. Silver. Size 46. 

Our description is from the Medal awarded to Potter & Wrightington of Boston, 
received in May last from the German Government. 





COIN SALES. 
Tue crowded state of this number of the Yourna/ obliges us to condense our quarterly report 


of Coin sales, and there are several which take place at the close of June, of considerable interest, 
which we can only mention now, and shall refer to in our next issue. 


FROSSARD’S MARCH SALE. 


Mr. Frossard held a sale at Messrs. Bangs & Co.’s room, on Wednesday and Thursday, March 23 
and 24, last. The Catalogue, 48 pages, prepared by that gentleman, included 1079 lots, among which 
were some ‘*unique Grant Medals,” Becker's Copies of Ancient Coins, Masonics, and many other in- 
teresting pieces; we regret we can allude to so few: among them were the Russian Neutrality Revo- 
lutionary Medal, which sold for $6; Netherland do. 6; another Peace Medal (Fonrobert, 28, but not in 
Appletun’s list.) of the Netherlands, 3.50 [See Fournal, Vol. ii, p. 63, and iv, p. 19.) Gloriam Regni, 


[zbed., xi, p. 49), 5-25; Proof set of 1857, 24.25; Half Dollar, 1794, 6.75; do. 1797, 43.50; Cent of 


1793. wreath, v. f. 10.35; do. °95, thick planchet, lettered edge, v. f. and r. 23.50. Masonic, Cologne 
Charter, (Marvin, 18) silver, 4.10; Archimedes, (do. 351) 4.50; French Geographic Medal, struck in- 
scription, presented to Lieut. Lynch, size 44, weight 5 ounces, and wmigue, 15.25. Many others brought 
high prices, while the Beckers sold below what was expected. 


WOODWARD’S THIRTY-SIXTH SALE. 


Mr. Woodward held his Thirty-Sixth Sale in New York, April 4-7, at the rooms of Bangs & Co., 
when he offered the Clogston Collection of Coins. The Catalogue, 94 pages, embraced 2556 lots, of the 
usual variety. The ‘* new departure” of Mr. Woodward in giving pure = plates of the more interest- 
ing pieces in his catalogues is an excellent plan, and a series of these catalogues will be even more highly 
valued than ever. We quote a few of the prices obtained, as follows: Cent of 1779, v. g. $11.50; 1804, 
perfect die, v. g. 8.25; do. broken die, 6.05. Dollars. — 1794, altered from ‘95, 5.10; 1854, v. f. 11.85; 
*55, do. 7. Half Dollars. — 1802, v. g. 605; 1815, 4.75; °52, 5.69; Washington Half Dollar, copper, 
955; °36 Dollar, Liberty seated, flying eagle, v. f. 7.60; °96 Half Dollar, in only fair condition, 15.50; 
Coronation Medal of Queen Anne, 7.50. Some Badges in the sale also brought very good prices. 


SCOTT’S THIRTY-FIFTH SALE. 


Messrs. Scott & Company of New York held their Thirty-fifth Sale at the rooms of Leavitt & Co., 
Friday evening. April 8. The Catalogue, 16 pages, contained 520 lots, a miscellaneous collection of coins, 
medals and curiosities, and a number of postage and revenue stamps. Of postage stamps, one of Nova 
Scotia, for one shilling, violet, used, sold for $9.30; a three-cent U.S. stamp, N. Y., 1842.—the first 
government stamp issued in this country, and unused, brought 25; a Confederate envelope, Charleston, 
5 cents, yellow paper, unused, 11; Confederate Half Dollar, restruck on 1861 Half, 7; tin medal of Gen. 
Pope, size 52, thought to be unique, 5; a lot of Fractional Currency, the ‘‘ shield set,” removed from 
frame, and damaged, 10.10. The prices generally were fairly remunerative. 


MONTANYE SALE. 


April 27 and 28, Bangs & Co. sold a collection of Coins and Medals, the ay of Mr. L. F. 
Montanye of New York. The Catalogue, 56 pages, contained 1282 lots, and was prepared by Mr. H. G. 
Sampson, to whom we are indebted for a priced list. The prices generally were very good. Briot’s pat- 
tern Half Crown of Charles I. $10.25; Crown of Cromwell, 1658, 15.25; Half Crown, do. 10.75; Three 
Rouble piece of Nicholas |. Platina, 6.25. Dollars. — 1795, flowing hair, sharp, unc. 6.25 ; ‘98, 13 stars, 
small eagle, 10; '39, Liberty seated, and flying eagle, 40; °54, proof, 22; °56, do. 14.25; °57, do. 10.50; 
58 do. 39.50. Half Dollars. — 1794, Vv. Z- 9-75; '95, 6.25; 1815, unc. 13.25. Quarters. — 1796, v. f. 
23; 1815, v. f. unc. 6; °28, pr. 5. Cents. — 1793, varieties, wreath, 27 and 16.50; Liberty cap, 13; ’94, 
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varieties, 5 tog; ‘95 do. 16.12 and 17.12; ‘96, Liberty cap, 11.60; ‘97, draped bust, unc. 8; 1800 over 
‘99, v. f. 22.50; 1805, unc. 12.50; 1811, perfect date, unc. 13.25; ’21, br. pr. 32 and 16.50; °27 do. 9.75; 
‘31 do. 11; °37, plain hair-string, br. pr. 10. Half Cents. — 1831, br. pr. 8.30; °36, original, pr. 16.50; 
"40 do. 10.25; °42, mint restrike, 14; '44 do. 14.25; °45 do. 14.10; °52, original pr. 16.50. Colonials. — 
N. E. Shilling. N. E. XII, 21.50; Lord Baltimore Sixpence, 14.40; Chalmers’ Annapolis Threepence, 
10; Immune Columbia, silver, 26.50: Immunis Columbia, 12; Excelsior Cent, 12; Myddleton Token, 
17.30; Baltimore or Standish Barry Threepence, 15.50. Washingtons, etc. — Half Dollar, ’92, plugged, 
24; do. in copper, 10.50; Funeral Medal, go/d, ‘‘ He is in glory,” etc., 25; Lafayette, silver, ‘* Compan- 
ion of Washington,” 10. Medals, etc. — Wright's Independence, struck, 20; Key’s Lincoln, silver, 7.75 ; 
Henning’s Irving, 7.25; Harvard Hasty Pudding Club, 2.38; Libera Soror, v. f. 16; Libertas Americana, 
11.50. Dime, 1805, 8.25; 1846, 6.50. Half Dimes, '96, 9.25 and 11,10; °97, 16 stars, unc. 15.75; 1803, 
said to be best ever offered, 23. There were many other Medals, Coins and Pattern Pieces which brought 
correspondingly high prices, but we must pass them by. The sale as a whole was very successful. 


IGO’S SALE. 

We have room for the briefest reference only to a sale held in Philadelphia, rd Mr. John Igo, on the 
26th May, at which some very excellent pieces were sold, at good prices. A '93 Liberty cap Cent brought 
$10.75; ‘99, perfect date, 24.50; Gold Eagle of ‘95. 16; small eagle Dollar of ’98, 18 stars, 20; a Water- 
loo Medal, 7; Washington Half Dollar, 1792, copper, 15; Silver proof set, 1858, 7 pieces, 46. Many 
others sold at equally satisfactory prices. 


FROSSARD’S MAY SALE 


May 27, Mr. Frossard sold at Bangs & Co.’s, an interesting variety of Coins. The Catalogue, 26 
pages, prepared by himself, included 611 lots, and as a whole the collection realized very good prices. 
A Reformation Medal, Second Jubilee, 1730, silver, size 41, (rev. with busts of the seven Princes,) sold 
for $15.50. A curious German enigmatical piece, with skull, hour-glass, extinguished taper, on obverse, 
and three globes pierced with swords on the reverse, the sun, moon, stars, etc., in the corners, square, 
attributed to the 17th century, brought 6.25; Dime of 1804, 11.25; Pattern Three-cent Piece, eagle on a 
rock, Feuchtwanger’s composition, 19.50. Some foreign Masonics sold at rather low prices. 


AHLBORN COLLECTION. 


June 16 and 17, Messrs. Bangs & Co. held a sale of Coins, from the collections of Henry Ahlborn 
and others; the Catalogue contained 1230 lots and 40 pages, and was prepared by yy W. Haseltine. It 
embraced a fine collection of Papal Coins and Medals, and some choice pieces of American and foreign 
gold. A Pattern Eagle of 1868, ‘* only three struck and dies destroyed,” brought 30.25; a Half Dollar of 
1797, v. g. and r. 41.50; Dime of 1802, 9.10; Half Dime, 1802, fine for date, 117; Cent, 1799, v. g. 10. 


WOODWARD’S THIRTY-EIGHTH SALE. 


This was the Marvin Collection of Masonics, together with a choice selection of Cents, some fine 
Crowns and Dollars, proof sets, etc. The Catalogue, by Mr. Woodward, was very full, and will doubtless 
be a work of reference, to some degree, for collectors hereafter who may not be able to secure copies of 
Mr. Marvin's work, now just completed. It contained 765 lots, 52 pages, and the sale took place at Ba 
& Co.'s, New York, on the 21st June. The sale was so recent that we can mention only a few of the 
rarer pieces, the prices generally being satisfactory to Mr. Woodward, though we venture to say that it 
would be extremely difficult to duplicate the pieces at some of the prices realized. Interest in these Med- 
als, though constantly increasing, has not yet brought them up to their true value. 

The Henry Price Medal, once worn by the first Grand Master of Masons in America, brought $18; 
a Medal of Socrates Lodge, New York, 3.40; one of Trinity Lodge, do. v. r. and curious, 7; Royal Alfred 
Lodge, (but one other Seasons) of Oxford, England, 10; Martin Folkes, by Hamerani, 4; Franklin, 
(Lodge of Nine Muses, Paris,) 6; Palaprat, Templar cypher, 6; Tin Medal of St. Antoine, Paris, 3.25 ; 
Swiss Loge de l'Amitie, 4; Italian Medal, Lodge at Udini, 6.05 ; an early German Medal, David and Jon- 
athan embracing, 4.40; the old Hamburg Medal, struck in 1741, original, 8.50; Masonic Ducat, 5.25; 
Halle, silver, extremely rare, 4.50 (very low for this piece) ; Regensburg Lodge, Hercules, 7.25 ; Centen- 
nial of Hamburg, gold, 20; Grand Lodge of Baireuth, silver, 8.50; Gold Medal, size 18, Charles of the 
Pillar, 5.25; Semi-Centennial, Hildesheim, 6.20; Silver Wedding of Prince Frederic Wm., G. M. of the 
Netherlands, 5.50; Quarter Centennial of Lodge at Leyden, 6.25; Russian Medal, Lodge of Osiris, very 
rare, 8.70. A few fine gold coins and proof sets sold at full prices. 


We have Catalogues priced of Woodward's succeeding sales, but must defer mention to our next. 


HALIBURTON YOUNG COLLECTION, ENGLAND. 


A sale has lately taken place in London, the collection disposed of being that of Mr. Haliburton 
Young of Lee, Kent. Among the coins that brought the highest prices were: A penny of Eogbeorht, 
£7; a penny of Alfred, £15 15s; a penny of Edward the Elder, £5 5s; a penny of Athelstan, £5 7s 6d; 
a penny of Harthacnut, struck at Exeter, £7 7s; a penny of Henry I., struck at Southwark, 


10s; a 
groat of Edmund I., £5 10s; d mp noble of Henry IV., £14 5s; a shilling of Henry VII., Fa; the 


**Septim” groat of Henry VII., £12 —a rare coin, the only other being in the British Museum; a gold 
double rial of Henry VII., £26; a George noble of Henry VIII., £25 10s; a noble or rial of Mary, gold, 
£20 Ios; a silver crown piece of Elizabeth, £7 2s 6d; a pattern half-penny of Elizabeth, £5 5s; a port- 
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cullis crown of Elizabeth, £12; a gold rial of Elizabeth, £3 10s; a silver crown of James I., £7 7s; a 
fifteen-shilling piece of James I., £14; asilver pound piece of Charles I., Oxford. £37; a half-crown, 
Charles I., Exeter, £32; a Commonwealth half-crown, £27; a shilling. pattern piece, of fine work, £35 
10s; a pattern half-crown, by Blondeau. £25; a pattern sixpence, by Ramage, £18 10s; and a two-shil- 
ling piece of Cromwell, £25. Such high prices have never before been given for English coins. 





BOOK NOTICE. 
“TWO HUNDRED AND SIXTY-EIGHT VARIETIES OF CENTS.” 


In the last number of the Journal appears, over the signature ‘‘W.,” a review of a publica- 
tion descriptive of 268 varieties of United States cents, 1816-1857, recently published by Mr. 
Frank D. Andrews, of Vineland, N.J. As far as a large number of collectors are concerned, it 
may be said that any publication on United States coins in general is always received with favor ; 
and, in the case under review, no one would probably find fault with ‘‘ W.” for the almost youthful 
enthusiasm displayed in his article, did he not, while sounding praises in the case of Mr. Andrews, 
take the occasion to give some side thrusts to a work recently published on the copper coinage, 
1793-1857. I refer to the Monograph of United States Cents and Half Cents, published by Mr. 
Ed. Frossard, of Irvington, N. Y., of which notices have heretofore appeared in the columns of the 
Journal, It is true that ‘‘W.” does not mention the work by name ; but the intention is clear, 
no other work on the subject having been published during the period mentioned. 

Now, first, as regards the term ‘‘ variety,” as used by Mr. Andrews,” no distinction is made 
by him between a distinct change —as, for instance, the introduction of the beaded hair-string on 
the cents of 1837, which may, perhaps, be designated with propriety as forming a variety — and a 
simple and very unimportant variation in the execution of the dies ; as, for instance, in the year 
1831, of which date Mr. Andrews describes ten so-called varieties, which are in reality only the 
slightest possible variations in the position of the various elements forming the head, date, legends, 
stars, and wreath, showing that the exigencies of the Mint during that year necessitated the use of 
ten pairs of dies, all copied from one unvarying model ; or, to follow Mr. Andrews more exactly 
(as nearly as I can make out from his classification), of six obverse and nine reverse dies, forming 
ten combinations. The ‘‘ Monograph” notes all the changes in dies which, in the broadest sense 
of the term, can lay claim to a recognition as varieties. Further than this it was not the intention 
of its author to proceed, he deeming a simple enumeration of the probable number of dies 
used each year as sufficient; hence the criticism of ‘‘W.” on this point is not pertinent to the 
subject. 

Next, ‘‘ W.” states that Mr. Andrews has ‘‘ produced a mass of information which will agree- 
ably surprise collectors of American cents.” On examination of the work I find nothing of the 
sort. Beyond the bare descriptions of the variations in dies, I find absolutely nothing except five 
notes of three or four lines each, explanatory of the position of some star or letter, one of which I 
quote as follows : — ‘‘* * * *, in his thirty-second sale, October 13-16, 1880, describes an 1817 
cent as having a tuft of hair at top of head, small date, extra rare. This variety I have never seen.” 
In the Monograph this peculiarity is noticed, as “a break in the die, just above the hair, has 
the appearance of a sort of top knot.” Which of the two is correct? Evidently the Monograph. 
For it were absurd to suppose that the designers of cents would intentionally introduce this extra 
ornament (the ladies wore no bangs then as now) upon the national coinage. Now, do the afore- 
said five notes form the ‘‘ mass of information,” and if not, in what does it consist? This is clearly 
a misuse of the term. 

In relation to the utility of the work, if slight variations in dies are to be considered as varie- 
ties, then 268 falls short of the actual number issued during the period ; and for such collectors as 
wish to enter upon this minute field of research (pardon the term), a work descriptive of about 
400 ‘‘ varieties” will become of absolute necessity, at least this number of combinations of obverse 
and reverse dies existing for the cents struck between 1816 and 1857 alone. 

As to the practicability of recognizing, numbéring, and classifying variations of dies by this 
or any similar work, this is a point (supposing the descriptions to be mathematically correct) 
which each collector must settle with himself. I have tried it with little success ; and a collector 
who is an authority on 1793 cents told me that he puzzled in vain, and finally gave up the task. 
Nevertheless, I hope that a fair trial will be given to the system ; and that in a catalogue of some 
future sale of cents we shall have the 268 varieties accurately represented and properly named and 
described by Mr. Andrews’s list. 

Mr. Frossard, in his Monograph, had no intention to describe minute variations in dies after 
the issue of the Liberty-cap cents. These, on account of the marked differences in the execution 
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of the head, the greater freedom of the work, the variations in the wreath, etc., especially as exem- 
plified by the 1794 cents, certainly come nearer the meaning generally attributed to the term 
‘‘variety.” From 1796 to 1857, besides what has been considered a very accurate classification, 
Mr. F. faithfully notes all minor changes of any importance whatsoever. The overstrikes, the '95 
Jefferson head, the ’96 Linerty, the ’99, 1804, 14, '23, '37, 39, "43, ete., and, in fact, all dates 
deserving special notice, are very carefully treated by him. The mint restrikes of cents and half 
cents, degrees of rarity of each date, etc., are also fully noted, making the work one of interest and 
information. Mr. F. admits, in common with other numismatic writers, that several errors, both 
typographical and others, have crept into his work, none of which he more regrets than to have 
occaisonally used the term ‘‘ variety” in the sense given to it by ‘* W.” 

Finally, and in justice to Mr. Andrews, it must be said that he had no intention of giving his 
work that notoriety it suddenly gained by ‘‘ W.’s” extraordinary review. He simply intended it 
for his own use and that of his friends and correspondents, and had not even the intention of 
having the work reviewed by the numismatic press. DE SAUGY. 


EDITORIAL. 


Wir this number we begin a new volume of the /ourna/, and would renewedly invite our 
friends and subscribers to aid us, not only in increasing the circulation of the magazine, but by 
favoring us with contributions to our pages on subjects of interest to numismatists. We shall use 
our best endeavors to maintain the reputation of the /ourna/, and we take this opportunity to 
return our thanks for many kindly notices received during the year just closed. 


We have the pleasure of placing before our readers in this number the first of a series of 
articles on the earliest coinage of America, by Mr. J. Carson Brevoort, whose researches in this 
direction have been very extensive. The first of these, it may be remembered, appeared some 
time since, substantially as here printed, in the Magazine of American History, so ably conducted 
by Mr. John Austin Stevens, to whom our thanks are due for his kind permission to reprint it in 
the Yournal. We hope to publish the second article in an early number. 


Tue publication of Mr. Marvin's elaborate work on Masonic Medals, takes place simul- 
taneously with the issue of this number, It has been delayed, we understand, unexpectedly, from 
the author’s desire to make it as complete as possible, and the work exceeds by fifty pages what 
was promised to subscribers. The preparation of five different indexes, which cover upwards of 
twenty pages, must have been a burdensome task to the author, but will greatly add to its value 
as a work of reference. We shall refer to it again in a future number. 

Dr. ALEXANDER MissonG of Vienna is writing a history of the Coins of Probus, and desires 
tin-foil impressions of any such. Aid from any of our subscribers will be appreciated. 

THE unique Medal presented Mr. Lynch by the French Geographical Society, mentioned in 
Frossard’s Coin Sale of the 23d March, was purchased by Prof. Charles E. Anthon. A special die 
was prepared to strike the reverse inscription on a blank tablet left for the purpose. 

WE regret to learn that Mr. S. K. Harzretp has been obliged, on account of his health, to 
take a voyage to Europe. Just before leaving he issued another number of his Price List, which 
contained a large number of Coins and Medals offered at private sale. Copies can doubtless be 
obtained on application, as his affairs were left in competent hands. Personal letters may be sent 
to him care of Moritz Harzfeld, Wiesbaden, Germany. He proposes to visit various foreign mints 
and coin dealers while abroad, and it is hoped his health may be such that he can combine busi- 
ness with pleasure, to the advantage of numismatists here. 


CURRENCY. 





PassinG around the contribution box is one way of getting the cents of the meeting. 


A FAVORITE prima donna, who has recently made a handsome figure in Wall Street, thinks 
the dollar note is the sweetest when a high register can be reached. 
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We intend selling at Auction, in New York, during July, 


THE FINE COLLECTION OF AMERICAN COINS 


Of Mr. MARSHALL C. LEFFERTS, of New York City. 


In the nearly complete series are to be found: Dollars, 1794, fine; 1797, uncirculated; 1798, 13 and 
and 15 stars, very fine; 1836, 1838, 1839, 1852, 1854, 1855. Half Dollars. Quarter Dollars, 1853, with- 
out arrows. Dimes, 1804, extremely fine, and 1811, uncirculated. Half Dimes, two 1795, uncirculated, 
and 1805 Cents. Half Cents, 1831, 1836, 1840 to 1849, 1852, proofs. A splendid series of Pattern 
Pieces; Carolina Elephant Piece; Massachusetts Shillings, etc., etc. 

Collectors changing their residence for the summer will please notify us, and Catalogues will be sent 
to their address. We will probably hold the sale about the 21st ultimo. 


S. H. & H. CHAPMAN, Philadelphia. 





CHAPMAN’S PATENT CABINET FOR COINS AND MEDALS. 


(Patented April 23, 1872.) 


This Cabinet, for Coins, Medals, Minerals, 
etc., is on an entirely new principle, prevent- 
ing the possibility of the drawers sticking: the 
drawers come out easily, without jar, in a slant- 
ing position, showing the whole contents from 
back to front in a moment. 





| Each drawer or tray is carried on a movable 

frame, as will be seen in the cut, working on 
a pivot in front at the bottom of the Cabinet; 
a bar runs across at the back, and by means of 
a square foot cut out of the frames, each frame, 
when in, rests on the bar, and when out catches 
underneagh the bar, thus preventing the frame 
from coming out farther than desired. These 
frames are made with separate trays so as to 
lift out; the top of the Cabinet is in the form 
of a desk, as in the cut, or flat if preferred. 


The lower part of the Cabinet is arranged as 
a small closet for holding packages, catalogues, 
books, &c. 


This Cabinet does not require a table or stand, 
as it is of sufficient height of itself and forms a 
regular piece of furniture. 


The drawers are locked or fastened by a pin 
run through each frame from inside of the closet, 
the door of which being locked the Cabinet is 
securely closed. 


PRICES, SIZE, 3 ft. 3 in. high, 2 ft. 6 in. wide, and 12 in, deep, WITH TEN DRAWERS: 





Cherry, solid sides, 4 ; : . $28 00 
Walnut outside, Cherry frames, : - 3300 
Walnut throughout, finished same as cut, . ae 


Estimates for larger sizes will be furnished when desired. 
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NUMISMATICAL DIRECTORY. 


JUST PUBLISHED, 


A Numismatical Directory, containing the names and addresses of Collectors of U. S. and Foreign 
Coins, Medals, Cards, Tokens, etc.; also of Colonial Coins, Continental, Colonial and Con- 
federate Paper Money, Bonds, etc. Also a list of the Mints and Numismatical Societies of the 
World, and other valuable Numismatical information. 


PRICE, POST PAID, $1.00. 
Address R. W. MERCER, 


147 Central Ave., Cincinnati, O. 


JOHN C. SCHAYER, 
COINS AND MBDA Liss 
American Silver Coins for Silver Weddings, a Specialty. 


Proof Sets 1856 to 188O. 
No. 71 DEVONSHIRE STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 





HENRY G. SAMPSON, 
DEALER IN COINS, MEDALS, &c. 


Collections of Coins Catalogued for Auction Sales at lowest rates. Advances will be made 
if required, on Collections for Auction Sales, or will purchase Collections for cash. 


Corner of Fulton St. and Broadway, N. Y. 


CHAS. STEIGERWALT, 


130 E. KING STREET. . - LANCASTER, PA. 
PUBLISHER OF THE COIN JOURNAL. 
A Bi-Monthly Coin Paper at 25 Cts. per Annum. 
Also, Dealer in Old and Rare Coins, Medals, Colonial Motes, Xe. 
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JOHN W. HASELTINE, 


Coins, Medals, Tokens, Autographs, Continental, Colonial, and Confederate Paper Money 
and Books relating to the same. 


1225 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


CONFEDERATE PAPER MONEY 


A SPECIALTY. 
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MONTAGUE MARKS, 
Publisher, 


22 Union square, New York. 


ON 


Oke Art Amatenr 


has valuable articles on Bric-a- 
Brae, Ceramics, 
Engravings. 


PRICE FOUR DOLLARS A YEAR. 


‘THe ArT AMATEUR is of large size, as its illus- 
trations and designs require, and beautifully printed. 
Its editorials and special articles are of the first 
quality, as the names of Edward Strahan, the art 
critic of the Mew York Nation ; Clarence Cook, of 
the New York Tribune ; Frederick Vors, the bric- 
a-brac authority ; M. Feuardent, the collector who 
brought the Tanegra statuettes to this’ country ; 
Edward Fawcett, and other contributors sufficiently 
attest.’’— Boston Transcript. 


Paintings and 


‘* Full of all manner of discussions and views on 
the whole range of domestic art, with admirable 
engravings.’’—NMew York Tribune. 


** There is an uncommon amount of good current 
esthetic literature to be found between its covers.”’ 
New York World. 


‘*It takes a field hitherto unoccupied in the art 
literature of the day, and supplies a demand. The 
table of contents runs through the whole gamut of 
subjects artistic, and correspondence gives the art 
gossip of the hour.’’-- Washington Post. 


“A clever and intelligently-written monthly 
journal, dealing effectively with current and popular 


questions in art.””— Mew York Sun. 











JOHN IGO, 
Dealer in Kare and Antique Coins, Medals, Curiosities, 


(Several Thousand of the above always in Stock,) 


FINE BOOKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, ARTICLES 
OF ART, ETC., ETC. 


The Highest Cash paid for Large or Small Quantities of the Above. 
803 BUTTONWOOD STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 





GEORGE M. ELLIOTT, 


RARE AMERICAN BOOKS, TOWN HISTORIES, GENEALOGIES, BOOKS 
THE INDIANS, ALMANACS, COINS, MEDALS, CONTINENTAL 
AND COLONIAL PAPER MONEY. 
NO. 48 CENTRAL STREET, LOWELL, MASS. 
a@ Priced Catalogues of Rare Books, &c., Free. -@& 





CANADIAN ANTIQUARIAN AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. 
Published Quarterly by the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Montreal, Canada. 


- Subscription, $1.50 Canadian currency, per annum, in advance, ble to GEO. A. HOLMES, 
P. O. Box 1310, Moniteal. 3 





THE 


Qincrican Qutiquarian, 


AN ILLUSTRATED QUARTERLY YFOURNAL, 


Containing contributions on Zarly American History, on the Prehistoric Antiquities of America, on 
Indian Languages, Customs, and Traditions, and on the Geological Evidences of Mags Existence. 
An OrrentTaL DepartMENT has been established, which will contain original contributions on the 
archeology of CLassicaL, BisticaL, and Orxrentat lands, including Assyria, Egypt, and India. 
The contributors to this department are Rey. Selah Merrill, D. D., of the recent Palestine Explora- 
tion party; Rev. T. O. Paine, the best Egyptologist in this country; Rev. A. H. Sayce, D.D., 
F.R.S., the most eminent Assyriologist in the world ; Rev. Howard Crosby, D.D. ; Rev. James 
Strong, D.D. ; Rev. Lyman Abbott, D. D., and many others. 


Published by JAMESON & MORSE, 


164 CLARK STREET, CHICAGO, ILL. 
Rev. STEPHEN D. PEET, Ctintrox, Wis., Zdifor. 
PRICED $B PBR YBAR. 


The Oriental Department will be Published separately and furnished to Subscribers for 
87.50 per year. 


NOW READY. 


The Medals of the Masonic F raternity- 


DESCRIBED AND ILLUSTRATED. 





By VY.:.T. Mm. MARVIN, 


The Catalogue contains about 750 pieces, besides many others bearing more or 
less relation to Masonry. The volume is handsomely printed in small quarto, with 
many engravings, including a large number of Medals which have not yet been 
illustrated, and an illuminated plate of the Arms of the Freemasons. . 

The work is issued in four parts, and contains 330 pages, with 18 plates. Five 
different indices of Lodges, Names, Legends, Die-Cutters,.and references to Merzdorf, 
covering 20 pages, by which any Medal described can at once be found, add to its value. 

The limited number of copies printed (125) makes this a very rare book, and 
collectors and numismatists should order at once, Circulars will be sent on application. 


From among many complimentary notices received since the publication of the 
first and second parts, we give the following : — 


[From ROBERT MORRIS, LL.D., LaGrange, Ky.) 

‘+1 am amazed at the success which has rewarded the industry of Mr. Marvin, and the results of his 
labors will be invaluable to Masonic collectors.” 

[From a well-known Collector of New York.) 

‘‘It shows most patient industry and most acceptable results. The typographical a nce is 
extremely creditable to good taste, and I am very glad that American Numismatic Titeratang fas boos so 
charmingly enriched.” 

(from WILLIAM F¥AMES HUGHAN, of Truro, England,| 
(The well-known Antiquarian and Masonic Historian.) 


‘+ It is a monument of Masonic research and industry,—by far the most valuable contribution to the 
Numismatics of Masonry ever made.” 


Equally cordial and approving notices of the first two parts, which have appeared in 
the “ London Freemason,” the “ Liberal Freemason of Boston,” and other ‘periodicals, 


might be given. 
W. ELLIOT WOODWARD. | ee 
_ 268 Dudley Street, Roxbury, Mass. 





